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Mission Statement 
 

St Joseph’s as a Mercy Secondary School, under the trusteeship of CEIST,  
is inspired by the vision of Catherine Mc Auley.  

St Joseph’s is committed to holistic development and the  
achievement of the full potential of each student, particularly those  

who are disadvantaged or marginalised.   
It is a process informed and influenced by the teaching and example of  
Jesus Christ and is conducted in an atmosphere of care, respect and joy.   

St. Joseph’s is committed to ongoing whole school development in  
collaboration and partnership with the  

Board of Management, staff, parents and the wider community 

 

 



 

Homework Policy 
 

Homework plays an important part in the education process.  

It provides a link between school and home and also  

gives parents the opportunity to reinforce the importance of learning.  

It provides parent with a means of becoming 

 involved in the student’s learning. 

 

1. Parents Can Help by:- 
 

Shaping good attitudes and habits in relation to their daughter’s homework. We ask that 

as parents/guardians you spend time monitoring your daughter’s journal ensuring that 

homework is being recorded and then completed, according to the needs of the student. 

We ask that you encourage your daughter to persevere with difficult assignments; 

valuable learning comes from attempting as will as completing work. Encouraging a 

positive attitude is most beneficial and parents can play a major role in this. 

 

If for some reason the assigned homework is not done or completed a note in the 

journal from a parent explaining why is required 

 

2. Types of Homework 
 

Homework can be short term (due for the next day) or long term (writing of an essay or 

completion of a project). Homework can be written work, practical work or learning. In 

relation to learning homework, it is very important that the student completes this each 

evening. Homework can also be the revision of work already learnt. 

 

3. Organisation of Homework 
 

Students should expect to receive homework in most subject areas. Homework, both 

written and oral, is considered of equal importance. Homework is regarded as an 

extension of class work and as a preparation for the next day’s work. In order to achieve 

this, students must be prepared ti spend time studying and revising as well as doing 

their homework. It is very important that a student’s very best effort is made at all 

times. When difficulty is encountered, a student should refer to her textbook or 

examples given in class. It is required that there would be some evidence of effort made 
 

 

Suggestions for organising homework: 

 

- Find a quiet place where possible and establish a routine. 

 

- Try to avoid all obvious distractions from TV, radio, phone calls, text messages. 

 

- When possible, homework  should be completed on the night it is given, even  

   though it may not be required for the next day. 

 

- Design your own personal timetable for homework, half hour blocks are  

   recommended followed by a short break. Allocate time for study and revision. 

 

- Take notes when studying, highlight key areas, headings, etc you can use these later  

   for revision. 



 

- Use your textbook or notes given in class to help you answer written questions. 

 

- Where the homework involves solving problems, study the examples given in class  

   first before attempting the problems. 

 

- When you have to learn off material such as vocabulary, grammar, definitions,  

   diagrams or formulae, test yourself regularly and keep testing until you know it. 

 

- Make sure all written work is neat and tidy. 

 

- When homework is completed, timetable and schoolbag should be checked to  

   ensure that all books, copies, PE gear, art materials, etc are ready for the next day. 

 

4. The Student Journal 

 

Each student must buy a school journal at the beginning of the year to record details of 

homework for each school day.  Students should enter the different subjects separately 

and when homework is completed, a mark should be made to show this. 

 

Students should record carefully the instruction for their homework. They should ask 

questions, when necessary, to clarify the assignment. Before leaving school in the 

evening they should check that they have all the books, copies and any other materials 

needed for the night’s homework. 

 

Students should carefully plan for the completion of long term projects. If a student is 

absent from class she should find out what work was missed and what homework was 

given. Those involved in extra-curricular activities must also complete their homework. 

For this purpose, it is worthwhile having a contact number of another student who was 

present in class. 

 

5. Average Recommended Time Spent on Homework: 

 

1
st
 year: 1 ½ hours 1

st
 /2

nd
 years: 2-3 hours Senior Students: 3+hours  

 

Supervised study (2hours) is available after school. There is a fee for this, payable per 

session. 

 

6. Sanctions for Homework Not Done: 

 

- If homework is not presented a teacher may send a note to the  

   parent/guardian via the student journal.  

 

- If a student has not done homework three times she may be  

   given a yellow form.  

 

-Where a student persists in not doing homework a letter may  

   be sent to the parent/guardian.  

 

- Detention may be given to students who persist in not doing homework 

 


