
 

 

 November 2015 

Dear Sir / Madam 

As a concerned parent of a student attending St Joseph’s Mercy Secondary School I am writing to 
you to appeal for your help in raising funds for a much needed Sports Hall for our students.  

St Joseph’s is an all-girls school in Navan. There are almost 700 girls attending the school from all 
different culture and backgrounds. St Joseph’s was registered as a secondary school in 1925. In 1969 
a government grant allowed for construction of the main block which is now the main school 
building. Unfortunately the present gymnasium did not undergo any renovations at the time and is 
now a very small inadequate space for the number of girls. 

In order to provide PE to our students the school is using a small converted dormitory which was 
built in the 1930’s. There are times on the timetable when there are three classes of PE on together.  
One of those has to be a theory class in a classroom when the weather is bad.  Unfortunately for the 
last two years the school has been unable to offer PE to all of our Sixth Year classes.  In these times 
of growing obesity rates this is most worrying for our school. Having a space to provide PE for all is 
vital as our school continues to grow.  We urgently need this Sports Facility.  We aspire to be a 
school that promotes a healthy lifestyle and unfortunately due to this chronic lack of facilities we 
cannot be such a school. In very difficult conditions the school manages to provide many outdoor 
sports activities including basketball, camogie, Gaelic football, gymnastics, hockey and tennis.  A 
school Sports Hall would be such an asset to our already excellent school.  

On numerous occasions the Board of Management in St Joseph’s has applied for funding from the 
Department of Education for a new Sports Hall but unfortunately has received negative responses 
each time. We are in the lucky position that we have a site on the school grounds and we have 
planning permission on this site.  This planning permission has 2 more years to run.  In addition we 
are the only Secondary School in Navan which does not have these facilities.  This leaves us greatly 
disadvantaged. 

I am writing to you in your capacity as a local politician to ask for your help and support in achieving 
our goal of a Sports Hall for St. Joseph’s. This is an urgent matter and needs immediate action. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 


